Location of the action: Lao PDR

Total costs of the project: 380 000 €

Funded by: Academy of Finland

Length ofthe project: 1/2008-12/2012

Project partners: Ministry of Energy and Mines (MEM), Lao PDR

In terms of social wellbeing and economic activity, Lao PDR is one of the poorest
countries in Southeast Asia. Yet it is rich in terms of natural resources and holds a huge
potential in renewable energy sector. FREPLA project incorporates resource
development view point into a single research and development (R&D) set-up. The
project aimed at identifying interlinkages, barriers, trade-offs and synergies in using
the full potential of rural energy resources and applying holistic water management in
national strategic planning. The key message of the project was that it is necessary to
assure that the Mekong and its ecosystem services (including national and regional
agri- and aquaculture) are not excessively distrubed by hydropower or any other
natural resource projects, such as mining.

The following R&D methods were used and developed in the FREPLA project; adaptive
foresight, decomposition analyses, material and energy flow modelling, Delphi Policy
studies and interviews. The project produced several outputs; an integrated
monitoring system for sustainable energy and water resources management;
empirical national level resource management analyses; empirical sectoral level
analyses for energy use; trend and scenario analyses of resources use; and analyses
with selected set of environmental and socio-economicindicators.
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Laotian partners were engaged into the project with five consecutive workshops held in
Laosduring2009-2011.

The energy consumption scenarios made in this project for Lao PDR vary. They can now
direct investors and policy makers to make informed and sustainable desicions in the

Laotian context. The critical questions in this regard are; where to invest and what kind
of foreign investments are available for these purposes, and what are the government
priorities and where should they allocate their revenues. All the produced scenarios
have (if realized) differentimpacts to the daily lives of the Lao people.

Dr. SariJusicompleted her PhD inthe FREPLA project.
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