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Location of the action: Lao PDR, Cambodia, Finland
Total costs of the project: 453 000 €

Funded by: Academy of Finland

Length ofthe project: 1/2013-12/2014

Project partners: Unit for Social and Environmental Research (USER), Chiang Mai
University, Thailand; Royal University of Phnom Penh (RUPP), Cambodia; Ministry of
Environment (MoE), Cambodia; National University of Laos (NUOL), Laos; Ministry of
Energy and Mines (MEM), Laos

RECLAIM project analyses the opportunities and challenges that emerge when climate
change initiatives are introduced in the least developed countries, specifically herein Laos
and Cambodia. The research examines whether it is possible to simultaneously pursue
development, mitigation and adaptation and how this will affect to poor and vulnerable
groups. The aim is to identify and analyse the drivers, actors and institutions that influnce
climate compatible development. The research addresses these questions through
quantitative analysis of energy-economic systems and development pathways as well as
qualitative research on the actors and forces shaping climate policies. The aim of the
quantitative analysis is to provide useful information for future planning through defining a
framework within which the future energy needs and related climate policies can be
assessed.
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Qualitative analysis focuses on the development, adaptation and mitigation nexus in Laos
and Cambodia. The research themes include analysing the possible trade-offs and
synergies of mitigation initiatives with poverty reduction, governance of climate change
adaptation and the move from one-off energy initiatives to a more coherent approach to
support a transition to a pro-poor low-carbon pathway. One example of these attempts is
benefit-sharing approach, which means the revenue and profits from energy projects are
directed to support the local communities and environment.

The climate mitigation initiatives studied in RECLAIM are:
+ Clean Development Mechanism (CDM)
+ Voluntary Carbon Markets (VCM)

The project includes field trips in both countries, as well as two seminars in each project
year. The dissemination of results will take place in Laos and Cambodia in January 2015.
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